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GENDER IDENTITIES IN THE POETRY OF EMILY DICKINSON AND IN
THE NARRATIVE LIFE OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS

GRIN Verlag Dez 2007, 2007. sonst. Bücher. Book Condition: Neu. 211x149x1 mm. This item is printed on demand
- Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies - Literature,
grade: 65%, University of Reading (Department of English and American Literature), course: Writing America 2,
11 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Before we deal with gender identity it is first of all
important to understand the definition of gender. The Oxford Companion to African-American Literature
explains it as follows: 'Gender is diFerent from sexuality [sic!]. Sexuality concerns physical and biological
diFerences that distinguish males from females. Cultures construct diFerences in gender. These social
constructions attach themselves to behaviors, expectations, roles, representations, and sometimes to values
and beliefs that are specific to either men and women.' In this following paper I'm going to analyse the diFerent
gender identities appearing in the poetry of Emily Dickinson and the autobiography of Frederick Douglass.1 My
main focus is concentrated on the use and description of gender in both genres. How are gender identities
characterized and how do we get to know them Which gender does Dickinson use in the chosen poems and
how are their identities constructed Referring to Douglass it is interesting to look at how he constitutes himself
as an identity. Referring to Emily Dickinson, I chose several poems, like 'I'm 'wife' - I've finished that-', 'I felt my
life with both hands', 'A Wife- at Daybreak I shall be', 'I was the slightest in the House-' and 'I tie my Hat'. Gender
Identities in Emily Dickinson's Poetry In the lyric poem there is for the most part no description of who is
speaking, no embodiment, no development, no introduced 'character'. For example, Dickinson's various
personae or self-positionings as 'Earl', 'Wife' or 'Queen'...
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