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English and Scottish ballads have reached a great audience, being a link between generations, since they have
always been orally transmitted. One of these ballads is 'The Maid Freed from the Gallows, Child 95. Eight
different variations of this ballad are mentioned. For instance, 'The Broom of the Cathery Knowes, 'Lady
Maisry,' 'The Golden Key' or 'The Golden Ball' can be found in English and Scottish tradition. Not only English
and Scottish variations of the ballad are popular. Moreover, variation B can be found in more than ten
European countries. Also, variation B 'The Broom of the Cathery Knowes' appears in different versions. In the
following paper ""The Broom o the Cathery Knowes' and its Place in Tradition' a version, from the Motherwell
MS, recited by Widow McCormick, is analysed. Above all the plot structure, time and place, tunes, and language
will be considered. Taking all these aspects into account, this analysis will determine, where this version can be
placed in the ballad tradition. This paper will take the term definition of John Antony Cuddon's Dictionary of
Literary Terms and Literary Theory as a basis for research. The analysis of the ballad according to Wolfgang
Maller's ideas concerning ballad origin, rhyme, metre and language will show, how 'The Broom o Cathery
Knows' fits these aspects. In the early 1970s Eleanor Long dealt with 'The Maid Freed from the Gallows' when she
wrote 'The Maid' and 'The Hangman' which will be used in this paper to categorize the discussed variation of
Emily Lile's...
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