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they have to make the long drive to the safety of their compound. At the end of this drive -- the narrative tight,
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everything about the English characters, the African country and the Idi Amin-like future awaiting it. This is one
of V. S. Naipaul's greatest novels, hard but full of pity. It won the Booker Prize in 1971. ‘A book of such lucid
complexity and such genuine insight, so deft and deep, that it somehow manages to agitate, charm, amuse and
excuse the reader all at the same pitch of experience' Dennis Potter, The Times.
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