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Subject: Justice, Administration of -- Research. Excerpt: . . . risk-seeking behaviors 2 weeks before the program
began, and then again at yearly intervals for 4 years following the programs completion. Table 2:
Characteristics of 5 NIJ Outcome Evaluations with Sufficiently Sound Designs and Implementation Plans
Appropriate sampling Appropriate data procedures and collection and Use of comparison Sufficient groups to
control reasonable sample analysis follow-up sizes Evaluation study for external factors procedures National
Evaluation of the Gang Resistance X X X X Education and Training Program Evaluation of Breaking the Cycle X
X X X Evaluation of a Multi-Site Demonstration for Planned X Planned Planned Enhanced Judicial Oversight of
Domestic Violence Cases Culturally Focused Batterer Counseling for Planned X Planned Planned African-
American Men Testing the Impact of Court Monitoring and Planned X Planned Planned Batterer Intervention
Programs at the Bronx a Misdemeanor Domestic Violence Court Source: GAO analysis of NIJ data. a Although
we have categorized this evaluation as having a sufficiently sound design and implementation plan, the
grantees proposal did not discuss how differential attrition from the four treatment groups would be handled if
it occurred. Therefore, we do not know if the grantee has made sufficient plans to address this potential
circumstance. Measuring change in specific outcome variables at both baseline and after a follow-up period
may not always be feasible. When the outcome of interest is recidivism, such as whether drug-involved criminal
defendants continue to commit criminal offenses after participating in a drug treatment program, the
outcome can only be measured after the program is delivered. In this case, it is important that the follow-up
period be long...
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